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horses with black trappings, stopped before the gate of Fotheringay Castle. The vehicle was adorned with small streamers, on which were embroidered the arms of Scotland, which were the Queen's, and the arras of Aragon, which were Darnley's.
It was followed by the King-at-Arms and twenty mounted gentlemen, with their retainers and lackeys, all dressed in black. The King-at-Arms dismounted and with his whole suite went up to the hall where the body lay and caused it to be taken down and placed in the hearse with all possible respect, the whole party being bareheaded and preserving absolute silence.
This transaction caused great excitement among the prisoners, who at once took counsel together as to the propriety of expressing their wish to attend the body of their mistress, on the ground that they could not bear the thought of its being taken away without them; but just as they were on the point of sending to request an interview with the King-at-Arms, that dignitary entered the room where they were and informed them that he was instructed by his august mistress, the Queen of England, to do honor to the late Queen of Scotland with the most magnificent funeral within his power to arrange. He said that he was most anxious to show himself worthy of so honorable a mission, and had already made a great part of his preparations for the ceremony which was to take place on the tenth of August, the second day thereafter; that, inasmuch as the leaden casket which contained the body was very heavy, it was thought best to take it that night to the place where the grave had been dug, rather than to wait until the day fixed for the burial; thus they had no occasion for alarm, as this removal of the casket was merely a preliminary measure. He went on to say.